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WHAT IS IPES-FOOD?

Since 2015, IPES-Food has been working to inform policy debates 
on food systems reform around the world, using: 

• Holistic approach. Bringing together different disciplines 
& different sources of knowledge to capture food system 
complexity. 

• Political economy focus. Understanding what reforms 
are required to build sustainable food systems, and how 
these might occur in a context of major power 
imbalances?
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THE CAP IS NOT DELIVERING ON MANY 
CRUCIAL OBJECTIVES: AN EVIDENCE-

BASED ASSESSMENT
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MAIN PROBLEMS OF THE 
CAP
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POLICIES AFFECTING EU FOOD SYSTEMS
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WHY A COMMON FOOD POLICY IS 
REQUIRED

1. INTEGRATION ACROSS POLICY AREAS 
A Common Food Policy is needed to put an end to conflicting 
objectives and costly inefficiencies.
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WHY A COMMON FOOD POLICY IS 
REQUIRED

2. INTEGRATION ACROSS GOVERNANCE LEVELS  
A Common Food Policy is required to harness grassroots 
experimentation and align actions at EU, national, and local levels.
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WHY A COMMON FOOD POLICY IS 
REQUIRED

3. GOVERNANCE FOR TRANSITION 
An integrated food policy can overcome short-term thinking and 
path dependencies in a way that sectoral policies cannot.
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WHY A COMMON FOOD POLICY IS 
REQUIRED

4. DEMOCRATIC DECISION-MAKING :  
A Common Food Policy can revive public participation in 
policymaking, reconnect citizens to the European project, and 
reclaim public policies for the public good.
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More Info:  
@IPESfood 

ipes-food.org 


